
INTRO TEXT

C O U N T R Y

THE BRITISH LOVE AFFAIR WITH SPAIN AND PORTUGAL IS EASY TO UNDERSTAND. FROM  

THE QUAINT VILLAGES OF MALLORCA TO THE GLITZY PROMENADE OF MARBELLA, THE 

MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN OF TENERIFE AND THE GOLDEN BEACHES OF THE ALGARVE,  

THE DIVERSITY OF THESE COUNTRIES IS IMMENSELY APPEALING.

S P A I N  &  P O R T U G A L
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S P A I N

P O R T U G A L

T he Iberian Peninsula offers up an irresistible medley of sights 
and experiences: sun-kissed beaches tucked away into enticing 
coves, colourful villages with labyrinthine streets a joy to explore, 

and echoes of history vibrating in enchanting medieval towns. Traverse 
the mosaic-tiled streets of Portugal, bask in the al fresco café culture, 
marvel at the rock formations of the Algarve, savour the tang of tapas 
and revel in the riffs of flamenco in Spain.

The rich and famous have been flocking to glamorous Marbella 
since the 50s to get their fix of ritzy waterfront promenades, high-
end restaurants, manicured golf clubs and marinas bobbing with 
superyachts. Then there’s the island of Mallorca, which spellbinds with 
its postcard-perfect beaches and crystalline waters. But it’s not just 
sea and sand this sun-drenched island has to offer; journey inland, 
through a landscape clad in olive and almond groves, and you’ll come 
across villages where time seems to stand still, as well as grand country 
estates and sprawling vineyards unseen by the masses.

Journey further south and you’ll reach the compelling Canary Islands. 
Tenerife boasts a consistent balmy climate that makes it the ideal 
escape for any time of year, luring families, hiking enthusiasts and sun-
worshippers to its shores year round. The same can be said of its close 
neighbour, Lanzarote, where resorts jostle for space with a bewildering 
juxtaposition of simmering volcanoes, otherworldly lava valleys, leafy 
palm forests and golden swathes of beach.

Portugal’s rich history is evident in the traditional cities where trams 
trundle up hills, restaurants spill into leafy plazas, and domed 
cathedrals rise majestically above colourful buildings adorned with 
wrought-iron balconies and red-tiled rooftops. Moving out towards 
the coast, golden beaches bordered by rugged cliffs characterise the 
Algarve, yet head further inland to bucolic Portugal, and you’ll discover 
charming fishing villages where you can savour authentic cuisine, sip 
local beers and wines, and meander along atmospheric cobbled lanes. 

B E Y O N D  T H E  B E A C H E S

MAJESTIC MOUNTAINSCAPES
Mallorca may be known for its beaches, but delve a little deeper 
into the island’s heart and you’ll come across the most spectacular 
and visually dramatic mountain range. The Tramuntana Mountains 
are listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and whether you drive 
through its picturesque villages or challenge yourself to a day of hiking 
or mountain biking, you’ll be in awe of this pine-clad mountainscape.

EXTRAORDINARY BIODIVERSITY
Lanzarote’s extraordinary biodiversity extends below the water’s 
surface. As a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, the island is home to a 
fascinating mélange of marine life which thrive in its balmy, clear 
waters. Visibility often extends more than 30 metres and you’re likely 
to encounter all manner of sea creatures including angel sharks, parrot 
fish and barracuda. 

SCALE MOUNT TIEDE
Reaching skyward for over 12,000ft, the colossal Mount Tiede in 
Tenerife is the highest mountain in all of Spain and absolutely 
breathtaking to witness. If you don’t feel like hiking to the top, just  
take the cable car for a speedy eight-minute journey to the peak. 
The views from up there are magnificent as the majestic valley below 
is revealed, with its eerie, volcanic terrain showcasing a multi-hued 
palette of colours.

VISIT SILVES IN THE ALGARVE
Between gazing in awe at those famous Algarve caves and rock 
formations, sunning yourself on the beach or splashing about in 
waterparks, visit the ancient town of Silves. Here, a beguiling collection 
of red-roofed buildings and imposing city walls are wound round by 
narrow cobbled streets, while the town’s Medieval castle overlooks the 
whole scene.
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G E T T I N G  T H E R E

Flying time from the UK is approximately 3 hours to Faro, 4.5 hours to Tenerife,  
4 hours to Lanzarote, 3 hours to Malaga (for Marbella) and 2.5 hours to Mallorca.

British Airways: Non-stop departures from Gatwick, Stanstead and London City. 
We can also offer flights with Thomas Cook and low cost carriers from a variety of 
departure airports in the UK.

Note: All our inclusive holiday prices are based on British Airways Euro Traveller flights.

1. The Ritz-Carlton, Abama (p30)
 Bahia Del Duque (p32)
2. Princesa Yaiza (p33)
3. Pine Cliffs Resort (p36)
 Anantara Vilamoura Algarve Resort (p37)

4. Marbella Club (p34)
 Puente Romano Beach Resort & Spa (p35)
5. Son Bunyola Estate (p35)
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